1898
Albany Golf Club

Western Australia

“True Links Golf™



Club HlStOI'Y Albany Golf Course

was one of the earliest golf courses established

in Western Australia (established in 1848 with

nine holes and enlarged in the 1960s) and the

first links style course. It has been favourably 1898
compared to the best of the traditional links ATP&mY Golf Club
courses in Scotland and is the oldest established course at the
same location in the state.

Albany Golf Course attracts top golfers from around the
country and overseas as well as nurturing some home-grown
champions. The course record is held by Western Australian
international golfer Graham Marsh. Craig Parry, has been
often quoted as saying:

‘Albany is my favourite Australian golf course. It's a great
course by the ocean, which plays hard and is never the
same.”

In association with Lake Seppings wetland, Albany Golf Course
provides a green belt associated with both the coast and
islands in the bay and is an important habitant for more than
one hundred species of water and bush birds.

A tradition with true links courses is the naming of the holes
and Albany has kept up with the tradition. The names have
been included in this Distance Guide as they are descriptive of
the features of each hole.

The ruggedness of the seaside site was important and is linked
to romantic notions of the traditions of golf. The aesthetic
of this type of course is based on the earliest courses, which
were established on coastal land in Scotland in the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries. In this type of course the natural
topographic and vegetation is left largely unaltered and the
landscape is open, rugged and windswept.
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In a links style course the natural topography is retained,
part of the natural vegetation is cleared to create fairways
with long vistas between the teeing ground and the hole and
natural elements are enhanced to create features such as
sand traps.

The evolution of Albany Golf Course can be read in the existing..
landscape. The southern end of the course, nearest fo the
suburb Middleton Beach, was the first section to be developed.
This area is noticeably more open than the rest of the course
with fewer tfrees and thickets of indigenous Peppermint trees
(Agonis flexuosa). This area is also more open to the sea
with the sweeping views across the coastal heath to the bay
unimpeded by Peppermint thickets that are usually located
behind the primary dunes. There were originally nine holes in
this early section of the course but most of these have been
modified several times tfo suit the evolution of the game and
the extension of the course.
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